AGREED INSURED ACTIVITIES/EVENTS FOR GREENSPACE GROUPS IN STOCKPORT
- updated February 2010
Background

Nearly all friends/green space community groups in Stockport carry out events or activities in their park or green space.  These can range from practical conservation tasks such as litter picks and bulb planting, through to major events that attract large crowds such as fun days and carol concerts.
In the past in order for these events to take place a member of Parks staff had to be present as a condition of the Council’s insurance policy.  But as the number of events organised by groups continued to rise it placed an ever greater strain on manpower.  A unique solution was formulated and agreed between the Parks Department, the Council’s insurers and the Greenspace Forum.  This provided groups with the opportunity to work or hold events on council land without the need for a member of staff to be present.  The following explains the current position:-
Insurance procedure
Stockport Council’s own insurance will cover group events/activities:-
where an appropriate Council officer is present, and all necessary risk assessments have been carried out and agreed beforehand;

or

where no appropriate officer is present provided the following conditions are met; that:-
Groups must attend Stockport Council’s risk assessment training;
Stockport Council’s insurers must approve each event or activity.  Groups may formalise this process by agreeing an 'activity list' with Team Leaders, Facilities Managers, Senior Rangers or Community Park Officers.
Groups must notify the Parks department of their intent to hold an event/activity, and where appropriate must apply through the Events Application Pack process;
Groups must carry out an appropriate risk assessment and agree this with their Parks officer;
Graffiti removal only complies with insurance regulations if COSSH (Control of Substances Hazardous to Health) sheets are utilised and relevant protective clothing is in place.
Group volunteers providing educational activities who have not been CRB checked must be accompanied by a member of the teaching staff/organisation.
All activities assume that power tools are not being used unless stipulated on this list.

Future requirements

The Parks Development Team need to be informed of any new activities or changes so that they may be agreed with the insurers and added to the master list.

For new groups or those wishing to refresh their knowledge Risk Assessment Training courses are organised on an ad hoc basis throughout the year.  The course is free.  For anyone interested please contact the Parks Development Team on 0161 474 4829 or email iain.bate@stockport.gov.uk 
